nl




STORY OF LIGHT

he year was about 165 BCE. Antiochus Epiphanes was 12ir1g of the

Syrian—Greelzs. King Antiochus bore down on his ]ewish sul)jects
rutl'llessly. He defiled the Holy Temple by {;illing it with pagan idols and
sacrifices of pigs. He forbade the Jews to observe the commandments of
circumcision, the New Moon, and Shabbat. Antiochus wanted the Jews
to lay aside their Torah, and substitute it with Hellenistic Greek culture

and idols.

Then, one courageous old man named Matisyallu turned the tide.

With the rallying cry of, “Whoever is for G-d, come to me!” he called
the people to rebellion. A pitifuﬂy small number responclec]. at first,

but Ma‘cisya}lu’s five sons led the way. T}ley fought the Syrian—Greelzs,
retreated to the mountains, and l)egan a guerriﬂa war against the
Syrian-Greeks. Soon, Matisyahu passed on the leadership to his second

son, Ju&all the Maccabee, a mighty warrior and charismatic leader.

Outnumbered a hundred to one, Judah and his men won many battles.
More Jews came to join him. In a few years, he had defeated the
mightiest armies of Syria. Victory belonged to the Jew, the pure, the
righteous, the loyal defender of the Torah.

Q n the twenty fifth clay of Kislev, the ﬁghters made their way to
the Holy Temple, where tl'ley beheld the idols, filth, and impurity
the Greeks had left behind. They rummaged through the ruins seeking
at least one flask of pure olive oil with which to light the makeshift
menorah they had hastily put together.

Flask after flask tl'ley founcl, every one
of them defiled. Until {:inally, a small
jug, sufficient for only one clay, was
found with the purity seal intact. It
would be eigl'lt days before t}ley could
manufacture more oil for the next
lig}lting, but meanwhile, tl'ley lit what
t}ley had.

But the flames of the menorah l)urned,
and burned, and burned. For eig}lt
c].ays t}ley burned, until more oil was
l)rougllt. And those eight clays were
chosen as the eternal syml)ol to commemorate the miracle of Cl’lanulzah,
the eight day long Festival of Lights, when we light the Menorah each
evening, publicizing the great miracle of light G-d performed for us
2000 years ago.
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tlze lzow-to

Hold the lit Shamash in your right hand, and recite:

Blessgid are 9y, Lorel gyr S-d, ing) of ing

yriiversg, whno rngs sariciifiigd Us witr rlis

sornrnandrngriis, dric corrirngricsd Usio Kindls

ifi= Crigriycari ligjnr.

Bleissed arg (90U, Lord our S-dl, Kirig) Of s

yriiverse, wno oeriorrrisd rnirgcles ior our

jorSiginrs in noss deiys, arinis frms.

slesseid are (90U, Lord our S-d, [ing) of ing uriiverse, Wino rigs
granigd Us liie, susidingd us, ariel enddleic Us (o recieh inis
9ccaision.

Proceed to kindle the single flame by that of the Shamash.

The candles must burn for a full half-hour after night fall. The
fraditional Chanukah melody is on page 11.

Being that tonight is Shabbat, the Menorah should not be
prepared, lit, or moved after kindling the Shabbat candles.



tlze lzow-to

Hold the lit Shamash in your right hand, and recite:

Blessad ara fou, Lord our G-df, King of ins univarse, Wno
nas sanciiiizd s Wiin rlis cornrmandenznis, ane
cornrnanded usio Kindl=ine Chneanuien ligjni.

Blessad ara fou, Lore oyr G-df, Kirg) of ins univarse, Wino
ozriormad rnirciclas for our joraidinsrs in inoss cayys, e

ATSHITTES

Proceed to kindle the two flames by that of the Shamash.

Light as indicated: first the candle furthest left, then the
one to the right. The candles must burn
for a full half-hour after night fall.

The fraditional Chanukah melody is on page 11.

The Menorah should not be prepared, lit, or
moved until after reciting Havdalah.
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the how-to

Hold the lit Shamash in your right hand, and recite:

Blassec] eira fou, Lorel our G-cl, Kingj of ine universe,
wno nets sanciiiisel us wiin iHis eorneneinelmsanis,
ancl cornrnandesd Usiio kindlz ine Cnanu<en ligjni.

Bl2ssac] eir2 fou, Lorel our G-cl, Kincj of ine universe,
wino osriormned rnircicles for our foriaiinrs!in
inNose elerys, el inis firne.

Proceed to kindle the flames by that of the
Shamash. Light as indicated: first the candle
furthest left, then the one to its immediate right,
and so on. The candles must burn for a full
half-hour after night fall. The traditional Chanukah
melody is on page 11.
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the how-to

Hold the lit Shamash in your right hand, and recite:

Proceed to kindle the flames by that of the Shamash.
Light as indicated: first the candle furthest left, then the
one to its immediate right, and so on. The candles must
burn for a full half-hour after night fall. The fraditional
Chanukah melody is on page 11.

On Friday, the Menorah should not be prepared,
lit, or moved after kindling the Shabbat candles.
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Dreidel

The Greeks deemed the stu(lying of Torah a
crime punishable Ly death. But children c].eﬁantly
studied in secret and, when patrols were spotted,
would pretend to be playing an innocent game

of dreidel —a four-sided spinning top.

On each side is a Hebrew letter: “Nun,”
“Gimmel,” “Hay” and “Shin.” The letters stand
for the phrase, “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham” —a
great miracle happened there. It is ’craclitionally
used to play a lively Chanukah game.

On Chanulaah, it is traditional to
give Chanukah gelt (money) to
children. This custom adds to

the children’s happiness and
festive spirit. In addition, it
affords an opportunity to give

children positive reinforcement

for exemplary behavior, such as diligence in their

studies and acts of cllarity.
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We kindle these lights to commemorate the saving acts,

miracles and Wonders Wl’llCl’l YOll llave per{ormed £01' our

Latkes
To commemorate the

Chanukah miracle, which

occurred with oil, it is
traditional to eat foods fried
in oil. Among the most
popular dishes is this recipe

for scrumptious potato latkes:

8 [daho potatoes (peeled)
2 large onions

4 egg whites (do not beat)
Dash of salt

Dash of pepper (if you like
it hot)

Margarine or oil (either, for
frying)

Get the "knuckles” involved.
Take out that old-fashioned
grater with medium holes.

Add your egg whites, salt
and pepper and mix well.
Heat oil or margarine,
then add mixture, one
tablespoon at a time, info
your favorite frying pan.

Fry on both sides until
golden brown on a medium
flame.

forefathers, in those days at this time, through Your holy Kohanim. Throughout the eight
days of Chanulzah, these 1ights are sacre(l, and we are not permitteol to make use of them,

rather only to look at t}lem, in order to offer thanks and praise to Your great Name for

Your miracles, for Your wonders, and for Your salvation.







